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Water hyacinth chokes Vembanad; 
tourism, transport & fisheries hit
Drinking water supply & movement of agricultural produce in North Kuttanad also affected

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

A cruise through the serene 
waters of  Vembanad Lake is 
one of  the primary attractions 
for tourists visiting Kumara-
kom. However, dense blankets 
of  water hyacinth floating 
across the lake have cast a 
shadow over the tourism, fish-
eries and water transport sec-
tor in the region.

Water hyacinth is fast emerg-
ing as a serious threat to the 
water bodies in Kumarakom 
and surrounding areas. Its un-
checked spread across the lake 
is disrupting tourism activi-
ties, hampering inland water 
transport, and affecting the 
livelihoods of  local fishermen 
and communities dependent on 
the waterways. 

As the invasive weeds have 
piled up along the shores of  the 
resorts bordering the lake, kay-
aking and boating activities 
have been forced to a halt at 
several places. Houseboats, 
shikara boats and speed boats, 
which rely on the lake, are also 
facing a severe crisis. 

“The accumulation of  water 
hyacinths has badly hit tour-

ism activities in Kumarakom. 
While a cruise through back-
waters is the primary demand 
of  guests, sometimes, we are 
unable to meet their demand 
due to the proliferation of  wa-
ter hyacinth,” said K Arun Ku-
mar, general manager, the Lake 
Song resorts.

Officials with the State Water 
Transport Department (SWTD) 
said the infestation on the lake 
has compelled them to cancel 
several services between Ku-
marakom and Muhamma.

“A total of  32 trips are oper-
ated from Muhamma to Kuma-
rakom daily. However, we are 
forced to cancel six to seven 
trips every day due to water 
hyacinth infestation, as the 
propellers of  the boats get dam-
aged. It takes 45 minutes for a 
boat to complete the travel from 
Muhamma to Kumarakom, the 
duration has doubled due to the 
infestation, forcing us to cancel 
some trips” said K A Mujeeb, 
station master, Muhamma.

He said government employ-

ees who rely on boat services 
are also sometimes unable to 
reach offices on time. The infes-
tation also affects fuel efficien-
cy and causes damage to boats. 
Logs and other debris are often 
hidden beneath the dense veg-
etation, making it difficult for 
crew members to spot such haz-
ards while navigating.  

The impact extends beyond 
transportation, affecting the 
supply of  drinking water and 
movement of  agricultural pro-
duce in North Kuttanad, as well 
as disrupting tourism and 
fisheries.

Fishermen said the dense 
growth of  water hyacinth has 
made it difficult to venture into 
the lake and cast their nets. The 
weeds get entangled in the nets 
depending on the wind direc-
tion, damaging them and add-
ing to the financial burden on 
workers who depend on fishing 
for their livelihood.

Workers engaged in harvest-
ing meat clams and white clams 
are also facing a similar crisis. 
The availability of  carp has de-
clined significantly, with the 
average daily catch falling from 
around 1,000-1,300 kg to just 250-
400 kg, according to workers.

No tech snag in 
V-P’s convoy: 
Dist police chief

Ettunombu perunnal begins at Manarcad church  

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta

THE Pathanamthitta district 
police on Monday dismissed re-
ports that a vehicle in the con-
voy of  Vice-President C P Rad-
hakrishnan developed a techni-
cal snag or that the wireless 
communication system used by 
the convoy malfunctioned dur-
ing his visit to Aranmula to in-
augurate the Uthrattathi 
Vallamkali.

District police chief  R Anand 
said none of  the vehicles in the 
convoy had experienced any 
malfunction, including any 
problem with the wireless com-
munication systems. There 
were no other technical issues 
either, he said.

He said all vehicles forming 
part of  a VVIP convoy are thor-
oughly inspected and their con-
dition verified in advance as 
part of  the security arrange-
ments. Vehicles that are not 
part of  the convoy are also sub-
jected to periodic checks, the 
police chief  said. Therefore, an 
incident in which a police vehi-
cle was seen being inspected 
might have been misunder-
stood, he added.

The district police chief  said 
the report published about the 
alleged technical problems was 
factually incorrect.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kottayam

THE eight-day fast, being ob-
served as part of  the celebra-
tions of  the Nativity of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, popularly 
known as ettunombu perunnal, 
began at the St Mary’s Jacobite 
Syrian Cathedral in Manarcad 
on Monday. The fast began with 
the evening prayer led by bish-
op Mor Timotheos Thomas, 
Metropolitan of  the Kottayam 
Diocese.

Following the prayer, the cer-
emonial lighting of  lamps 
around the stone cross was led 
by Mor Timotheos Thomas 
along with priests, cathedral of-

ficials and members of  the 
managing committee. The 
priests then carried the lamp 
from the stone cross to the 
nercha kanji (porridge offer-

ing) counter, and sales and 
management canteen.

The switch-on ceremony of  
the electric lights and the inau-
guration of  the police control 
room were performed by Kot-
tayam district police chief  Sabu 
Mathew. The flag-hoisting cer-
emony in connection with the 
ettunombu perunal will be held 
on Tuesday. The flagpole pro-
cession will leave the church at 
2pm, and will be erected at 4.30 
pm following a prayer. 

Chokramudi access row: 
Residents seek entry as 
forest dept cites concerns
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Idukki

AS Chokramudi draws visitors 
for its Neelakurinji bloom, lo-
cal residents who had earlier 
joined efforts to protect the 
hill’s flora and fauna from en-
croachment are raising con-
cerns over restrictions on ac-
cessing the recovered revenue 
land. 

The forest department says it 
is willing to relax the rules for 
local residents by allowing 
them free access to view the 
flowers through the designated 
trekking centre.

The disag ree-
ment comes as the 
forest department 
regulates tourist 
m o v e m e n t  a t 
Chokramudi dur-
ing the flowering 
season, with the 
hill attracting hun-
dreds of  visitors 
every day.

Residents, how-
ever, say their asso-
c i a t i o n  w i t h 
Chokramudi goes 
beyond tourism. 
Local people and 
tribal communities 
had earlier joined 
hands to oppose en-
croachment and construction 
activities on the hill and had 
supported efforts to protect and 
recover government land.

Members of  the Chokramudi 
Protection Committee say resi-
dents who took part in those ef-
forts should not now be unnec-
essarily restricted from 
accessing the flowering areas.

Committee council member 
Baiju C P said residents had 
stood together to protect 
Chokramudi when encroach-
ment activities threatened its 
ecological character. He alleged 
that Neelakurinji plants had 
also been damaged during ear-

lier encroachment activities 
and questioned the restrictions 
now being placed on local resi-
dents by forest officials, who 
turned a blind eye on encroach-
ers then.

The forest department, how-
ever, says its restrictions are 
intended to regulate activities 
in the ecologically sensitive 
area during the flowering sea-
son and ensure visitor safety.

Devikulam range officer 
Arun Kumar said local resi-
dents could be allowed free ac-
cess to view the Neelakurinji 

through the desig-
nated trekking cen-
tre. However, he 
said activities such 
as off-road jeep 
rides and other ad-
venturous rides 
could not be per-
mitted if  they posed 
risks to visitors or 
threatened the flow-
ering plants.

The immediate 
dispute concerns 
jeep rides being op-
erated by local driv-
ers to the recovered 
revenue land. The 
operators report-
edly claimed that 
they had obtained 

permission from the Bisonval-
ley panchayat. 

However, the panchayat pres-
ident, in a written communica-
tion, said the local body had no 
responsibility for conducting 
such rides.

Following this, the Bisonval-
ley village officer issued a stop 
memo prohibiting unauthor-
ised entry of  people and vehi-
cles into the government land 
in Survey No 36 of  Block 137 at 
Chokramudi and the use of  the 
land for vehicular traffic. The 
order cited Sections 7 and 12 of  
the Kerala Land Conservancy 
Act, 1957.

Houseboats trapped in water hyacinth-filled route that leads to Vembanad |  EXPRESS

Rituals and ceremonies  

Following the prayer, the ceremonial lighting of lamps around the 
stone cross was led by Mor Timotheos Thomas along with priests, 
cathedral officials and members of the managing committee. The 

priests then carried the lamp from the stone cross to the nercha 
kanji counter, and sales and management canteen

Vipin Vedagiri wins best 
photographer award
Pathanamthitta: Kerala Kaumudi 
photographer Vipin Vedagiri won 
the Pathanamthitta Film 
Audience Collective’s fifth Best 
Photographer Award. 
Pathanamthitta Press Club 
treasurer S Shahjahan presented 
the award at a function held at 
Shanthi Residency in 
Pathanamthitta. Film Audience 
Collective chairperson Salim P 
Chacko presided over.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

High footfall 

The Neelakurinji 
bloom continues to 

draw visitors to 
Chokramudi, with 

over 6,000 tourists 
having visited the

site from its 
opening on August 

24 until Sunday.  
The daily turnout 
after the opening 

day remained 
between 700 and 

1,000 visitors, 
according to the 

forest department

It takes 45 minutes for a boat to complete the travel from Muhamma 
to Kumarakom, the duration has doubled due to the infestation, 
forcing us to cancel some trips — K A Mujeeb, station master, Muhamma

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
The FIR against Shri Rahul Gandhi ji in Uttarakhand is deeply disturbing. The issue he raised 
was serious: a so-called “purification” ritual was performed at Haldwani’s Ramlila Ground af-
ter Congress President Shri Mallikarjun Kharge ji addressed a rally there, an act that naturally 
raised grave questions about dignity, equality and caste discrimination. Keralam strongly 
condemns such attempts to criminalise dissent. We stand firmly with Rahul ji and Kharge ji.
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